
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
The Jesse Tree is named from Isaiah 11:1: "A shoot will spring forth from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch out of his roots."  It is a vehicle to tell the Story of 
God in the Old Testament, and to connect the Advent Season with the 
faithfulness of God across 4,000 years of history. The Branch is a biblical sign of 
newness out of discouragement, which became a way to talk about the expected 
messiah (e.g., Jeremiah 23:5). It is therefore an appropriate symbol of Jesus the 
Christ, who is the revelation of the grace and faithfulness of God.  We hope that 
you will decide to take part in this daily Advent Reading with your  
family.  This is a wonderful way to remember the stories 
of old and tie them to the symbols we so easily recognize 
with the birth of our Savior.   

...The Jesse Tree... 

  Messenger 
 

The Fountain 

é Advent Celebration... 
The Advent Celebration, Sunday, 

December 6th, is a celebration of the 

season that is upon us.  During this 

fellowship, everyone is welcome to 

come and enjoy the soup luncheon, 

cookie bake and exchange, crafts, and 

the distance sounds of bells.  What is 

all of this you ask?  Well it is a time 

for our church family to come together 

and have fellowship and celebrate our 

Savior's birth through fun family 

friendly activities.  If you love 

cookies, then the cookie bake and 

exchange is just for you.  Bring a 

double batch of your favorite holiday 

cookies to bake and then share with all 

the other cookie lovers.  You will go 

home with a selection of cookies to 

enjoy and all the recipes to make and 

enjoy in the future.   If you are more 

creative and crafts are your passion 
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then come and learn a new craft or just 

share in the fellowship of learning 

with others.  Please sign up for the 

crafts early; there is no charge.  

Everything starts right after the second 

service so that is why we have a soup 

luncheon.  If you love soup and want 

to share some with your church family 

then sign up to bring a pot to share 

with everyone.  Sign-ups for 

everything going on are in the 

Narthex.  Please see Leslie Haren-

Friesz for more information or to help 

with this wonderful event.  Don't 

forget...cookie recipes are due to 

Leslie by December 3rd for cookie 

cookbook printing.  Thanks and come 

and share in this fun filled afternoon.    

http://www.crivoice.org/branch.html


 

...message from Pastoré 
 

�+�R�����K�R�����K�R�«�+�D�S�S�\���$�G�Y�H�Q�W���6�H�D�V�R�Q���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�� 

 

 Well, here we go again. We are getting 

ready for Christmas. In the church we call it Advent. 

Advent means coming in Latin and so we are 

preparing for one who is coming.  One of our 

�F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�� �D�V�� �Z�H�� �S�U�H�S�D�U�H�� �I�R�U�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�¶�V�� �F�R�P�L�Q�J�� �L�V�� �W�R��

keep in mind who all this preparation is for.   

 I recently read a story of a wealthy 

European family that decided to have their newborn 

baby baptized. Dozens of guests were invited to the 

elaborate affair, and they all arrived at the mansion 

dressed to the nines. After depositing their elegant 

wraps on a bed in an upstairs room, the guests were 

royally entertained. 

 Soon the time came for the main event �²  

�W�K�H�� �L�Q�I�D�Q�W�¶�V�� �E�D�S�W�L�V�P���� �%�X�W�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �E�D�E�\�"�� �1�R��

�R�Q�H�� �V�H�H�P�H�G�� �W�R�� �N�Q�R�Z���� �7�K�H�� �F�K�L�O�G�¶�V�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�H�V�V�� �U�D�Q��

upstairs and returned with a desperate look on her 

face. Everyone searched around frantically. Finally, 

someone recalled having seen him asleep on one of 

the beds. The baby was buried beneath a pile of 

�F�R�D�W�V���� �M�D�F�N�H�W�V���� �D�Q�G�� �I�X�U�V���� �7�K�H�� �R�E�M�H�F�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�D�W�� �G�D�\�¶�V 

celebration had been forgotten, neglected, and 

nearly smothered.  

 I wonder if Jesus ever feels forgotten, 

neglected, and nearly smothered about this time of 

year. Even in the church we can get so focused on 

the celebration that we forget whose birth we are 

�F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�Q�J���� �1�R�Z���� �,�� �N�Q�R�Z�� �L�W�¶�V�� �Q�R�W�� �O�L�N�H�� �Z�H�� �I�R�U�J�H�W��

Jesus. How could anyone forget Jesus?  Jesus is 

the reason for our faith and our trust in God. Jesus 

is the one who died to save us from our sins. Jesus 

�L�V���W�K�H���R�Q�H�� �Z�K�R���L�V���*�R�G�¶�V���R�Q�O�\�� �E�H�J�R�W�W�H�Q���V�R�Q�����Z�K�R�V�H��

birth was announced by angels, who was born of a 

virgin in a stable, under a special traveling star. We 

know the stories and we are not likely going to 

forget the main character in the story. But even 

though we know who Jesus is, know the stories of 

his life, and know that it is because of him that we 

are involved in our church; I think it is easy to forget 

the example he set for us. It was an example of 

humility and of mercy. It was an example of God 

becoming human and giving everything to care 

about the least and the lost in the world. Jesus said 

that he had come to bring good news to the poor, 

to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of 

sight to the blind and to let the oppressed go free. 

Luke 4:18(NRSV)  

 

 

 Sometimes as the excitement of the 

Holiday Season progresses, it is easy for us to 

forget that Jesus came to open our eyes to the 

needs of our brothers and sisters all around us 

and to empower us to be a part of their 

redemption. He really came to walk along side 

of those who are rejected and oppressed and 

to give them hope for a future lived with Him 

and for Him. It seems to me that if we lose 

sight of why Jesus came it is very much like 

we are losing sight of Him �± sort of like that 

family losing their baby when the reason for 

the celebration was the baby.  

 This year as we prepare for the 

�F�R�P�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �&�K�U�L�V�W���� �O�H�W�¶�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�� �J�U�H�D�W�� �W�L�P�H�� �Z�L�W�K��

all the festivities, but in all of our preparations, 

let us be sure to keep our focus on the baby 

and especially why that baby came.  After all, it 

would be just awful to lose the baby.  

 

Happy preparing, 

Pastor Steve 

 

Christmas Eve Serviece 

 This Christmas eve please come join us as we gather with our church family to 

celebrate the birth of our Lord. The service will start at 7:30 pm. We will gather 

together in our sanctuary to worship our Lord, we will sing the carols that are so 

much a part of Christmas every year, we will listen to the bell choir and we will 

light the Christ Candle in our Advent Wreath. As a way of remembering that 

Jesus is the light of the world, we will also light personal candles until the light of 

our candles joins with others to illuminate the sanctuary.  You will surely want to 

be here with your family and friends as we remember the stories of the birth of 

our Lord, Jesus. As it was last year, the offering we take will be applied on the 

principle of our parsonage mortgage. Come join us. It will be a beautiful way to 

�U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���-�H�V�X�V�¶���E�L�U�W�K���� 

 

 

 

 


